
 
The Diocese of South Carolina 

The 233rd Annual Diocesan Convention 
The Peninsula Deanery & St. James Episcopal Church, Charleston 

 
 

Thursday, November 2, 2023 
 

2:00 pm Registration begins and continues until 3:45 pm 

3:00 pm  Meet the Nominees Session 

3:00 pm  Commission on Ministry meets in the Choir Room 

4:00 pm  First Business Session: Call to Order         The Right Reverend Woodliff-Stanley 

Appointment of Parliamentarian                   Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Presentation of Agenda                                     Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Appointment of Convention Committees 
 Committee on Admission of New Parishes and Missions  

Committee on Constitutions and Canons 
 Committee on Finance 
 Committee on Elections 
 Committee on Resolutions 
 Committee on Credentials 
 Committee on Necrology 
 Committee on Nominations 

Report of the Clergy Credentials Committee                The Rev. Laura Rezac 

Certification of Quorum              Ms. Diane Wilson, Secretary of Convention 

Acknowledgement of Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor                  Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Election of the Treasurer                    Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Confirmation the Secretary                      Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 



Appointment of Regional Deans                     Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Application for Parish Status Referred to Committee                Ms. Diane Wilson 
Good Shepherd Summerville 
 
First Report of the Committee on Constitutions and Canons           Ms. Melinda Kelley 

             Vice-Chancellor 
 
First Report of the Committee on                   Ms. Diane Wilson 
Admission of New Parishes and Missions 
 
Welcoming of Speakers                  Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
5:00 pm    Opening Eucharist at St. James 

Reception to follow in the St. James Center 
 
 

Friday, November 3, 2023 
 

8:00 am  Registration resumes until 8:45 am 
 
9:00 am  Morning Prayer 
 
9:15 am  Second Business Session: Call to Order                  Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
Report of the Lay Credentials Committee                   Mr. Philip Powell 
 
Second Report of the Committee on Constitutions and Canons                          Ms. Melinda Kelley 
 
First Report of the Resolutions Committee           The Rev. Katie Presley 
 
Recognition of Institutions                     Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
Report from Voorhees University                                            Dr. Ronnie Hopkins, President 
 
Report from Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community                                  Ms. Sarah Tipton 

                        President and CEO 
Break 
 

10:30 am Plenary Session          Ms. Sophfronia Scott 
 
11:55 am Noonday Prayers and Grace 
 
12:00 pm Working Lunch 

• COM meets in Choir Room 
• “Normal Grief: The Things We Do To Get Through A Difficult Loss,” presented 

by the Rev. Jeff Wallace, Certified Grief Counselor in the Convention Room 



 
1:15 pm  Workshops 

• Bishop Gadsden Tour    Meet at front steps 
• St. Christopher Outdoor Encounter   Meet at back patio 
• Foundation for Spirituality and the Arts  Convention Room 

     Artist Talk–Graeme Mortimer Evelyn 
• Michael Battle on Restorative Justice  Chapel (St. James Center) 
• Sophfronia Scott on Thomas Merton  Church (main sanctuary) 

    
2:15 pm  Break 
 
2:30 pm  Third Business Session: Call to Order                    Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Report of the Nominating Committee            The Very Rev. Dow Sanderson 

Elections                     Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Recognition of New Clergy, Leaders, and Seminarian                                                Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 

Report of the Commission on Ministry                          The Rev. Courtney Davis-Shoemaker 
            The Rev. Charles Jenkins 

 
Report of the Elections Committee                                      The Rev. Taylor Smith 
 Second ballot if needed  
 
Report of the Racial Justice and Reconciliation Commission                   Ms. Gail DeCosta 
                          The Rev. Dr. Adam Shoemaker 
 
Report from St. Christopher Camp & Conference Center                                      The Rev. Laura Rezac 
 
Reports from International Partners                    Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
Report from Sewanee: The University of the South                     The Rev. Cn. Ryan Currie 
 
Break  Members of the Standing Committee (including the newly elected) meet briefly in the Choir Room 
 
4:00 pm  Afternoon Devotions 
  Third Business Session Continues 
 
Bishop’s Address                    Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
Report of the Strategic Visioning Team                                          Ms. Deb Harris 

              Ms. Ray Sabalis 
5:15 pm  Food Truck Social with Live Music 

 

  



Saturday, November 4, 2023 
 
8:30 am  Registration resumes until 8:45 am 
 
9:00 am  Youth-led Morning Prayer 
 
9:15 am  Fourth Business Session: Call to Order                   Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
Recognition of Parish Status                                    Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
Good Shepherd Summerville 
 
Report of Youth and Youth Commission                                                    Diocesan Youth 
 
Report of the Chancellor                                       Mr. Skip Utsey 
 
Report of the Standing Committee                            The Rev. Cn. Rob Donehue 
 
Report of the Treasurer                                   Mr. Barry Ronan 
 
Report of the Diocesan Council on the Budget                               The Rev. Denise Trogdon 
 
Bishop’s Cross Awards                      Bishop Woodliff-Stanley 
 
Short Break 
 
10:05 am Panel Discussion: “Generation to Generation” 

Bishop Woodliff-Stanley in conversation with Michael Battle and Sophfronia Scott  
 

11:05 am Business Session Resumes 
 
Second Report of the Committee on Resolutions                                           The Rev. Katie Presley 

Courtesy Resolutions                      Ms. Ellen Hardin 
 
Necrology Report                     The Rev. Jennie Olbrych 
 
Invitation to the 234th Convention 
 
Benediction & Adjournment 

 
The Commission on Ministry will hold a Meet-and-Greet session for those 

interested in discernment processes and other aspects of their work 
immediately following Convention in the Choir Room. 


